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Rocken

Horse’s

South Side rocken roll

by Dan Witte

The drummer hits his sticks together four
times, and suddenly this little abandoned
body shop-turned-rehearsal hali comes alive
with all the intensity of a concert hall. The
band is about three notes into the song when
a blonde-haired girl beside me leans over and
shouts, ‘“This is ‘Set Me Free.” Glenn wrote
this!*> She apparently has a knowledge of
the band’s catalogue, and throughout the
rest of the practice session she will tell me the
name of every song and which member
wrote it,

And that, right there, is the essential dif-
ference between Rocken Horse and their
contemporaries. This South Side assemblage
of four highly talented musicians has for-
saken the traditional route of most club cir-
cuit bands, choosing to focus their creative
energies on original material rather than
covers of popular songs. This has proven to
be at once both a boon and a burden for the

. six-year-old band.

““We have four very strong writers and
everyone has their own background, their
own unique influences,’’ explains Bob Price,
the group’s drummer. ‘“Our show consists
entirely of original material. The only cover
we do is ‘Train Kept A’ Rollin’ .. .it’s
Glenn’s favorite song and the first song we
ever learned together. That’s why a lot of
bars are reluctant to hire us, especially out
west. Bars want bands that do most, if not
all, cover songs.”’

Such circumstances look to be changing.
The band has been picked up by Erect
Records, an independent South Side-based

label that has just recorded and released the

group’s first album Rocken Roll. The

album, completely original material record-
ed over the years, was re-mixed at P.S.

Recordings, a studio used almost exclusively

by black artists.

““Actually, we had about two albums
worth of 24-track masters when we were ap-
proached by Erect.”’” says guitarist Glenn
Reyna. And this is good, because Rocken
Horse is signed on for two more albums.
Reyna penned three of the album’s nine
songs, including ‘I Was Meant To Be,” a
strong, driving anthem reminiscent of the
hard pop that pushed Foreigner over the top
a few years back.

“We all like to sing,”’ Reyna continues.
““We’re not afraid of the'mike. For the first
two years we had lead singers, but we’ve
found that we all sing pretty well ourselves.”
As testament to this claim, many of Rocken
Horse’s songs are harmony-laden exercises
in shared vocals.

Jim Koranda, the band’s bass player,
compares their sound to Uriah Heep, his
most prominent musical influence. ‘‘But
because we share the writing, different
sounds emerge at different times. When we
took on Ken (Silvestri, the group’s co-lead
guitarist) he was really into Styx, a very
vocal band. And that influence can be heard
on the album, too.”

Bob Price sums it up well. ““When you
listen to the album the vocals are like drink-
ing an ice-cold glass of city water. Very
refreshing.”’
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Orland Park band starts to leave heavy -metal mark

By Jan McWherter

They began horsin’ about five years ago, and now they're
generating pure horsepower.

The members of Rocken Horse, a heavy-metal rock-and-
roll band from the south suburbs, are determined to make
themselves heard.

The four-member band got its start in 1975 playing songs
by other bands. But they knew it wouldn't stay that way.

“We knew from the first day we wanted to write and record
our own music,” says Glenn Reyna, the group's lead guitarist.
“We started with copy material because at that time original
bands just weren't making it.”

For the first few years, the group played covers of other
bands’ tunes: Today, their shows consist of nothing but
original songs. They began inserting their own material a little
at a time.

“We worked our own songs in one by one, waiting for
responses from the audiences,” Reyna says. “And the
audience reactions were always positive.”

Three of the four members hail from Orland Park and have
known each other since high school. Reynai is from Chicago’s
Southwest Side.

Iin 1975, “city kid"” Reyna was trying to put a band together.
A friend put him in contact with drummer Bob Price. Price
brought a friend of his along, Jim Koranda (who happened to
play bass), just to watch.

“The guy that was supposed-to play bass never showed
up,” Reyna says. “So we had Jim play and he’s been with us
ever since.”

Koranda and Price had a mutual friend from high school
who played guitar and sang. They called him when the
original guitar player didn’'t work out, and within six months
Kenny Silvestri became their fourth man.

Rocken Horse since has been playing in many different
clubs throughout the area, including the now-defunct B.
Ginnings in Schaumburg, Studio One in Downers Grove, Pips
in Burbank and Luigi’s in Chicago Heights. The band has
been opening act for groups such as Steppenwolf, Iron
Butterfly, the Hounds, the Boyzz and Cactus. Reyna says the
band always has received good audience.response.

Until three years ago, Rocken Horse was known as the
Champagne Limousine Band. When the band's members
simply got tired of the name, Reyna suggested Rocken
Horse. The name stuck.

The Band members, ali in their middie to late 20s, find they

get the best audience responses outside Chicago, either in
the suburbs or, as Reyna says, “out in the boonies.”
“Chicago audiences are jaded,” Reyna says. “There are so

- many good rock and jazz bands around that are aiready

established, that we've found Chicago audiences close their
minds to original bands. | guess they're spoiled because®
they're just so used to good entertainment.”

The Rocken .Horse sound is heavy metal, with solid bass
lines and a heavy backbeat. The four members’ strong voices
combine to produce melodious harmonies. The quartet's
virtuosity has earned them a reputable
name on the club circuit in Northwest
Indiana, Wisconsin, M|ch|gan and
Minois. :

Rocken Horse released:its first album .
in May, 1980, “Rocken Roll,” on Erect
Records. The album, recorded in Chica-
go and Oak Lawn, was two years in the
making. It was selected as an "Album
Pick” by Record World, a major record-
trade magazine.

The four members coliaborate on S —
each piece of material, one person Reyna
originating the framework of a song and the rest adding their
own ideas.

“On the album credits, there’s one name for each song,”
Reyna says. “But actually, one of us will bring in the lyrics and

-outline for a new song and then we all work on its completion.

Whoever brings in the framework will get the album credit.”
Teamwork is the key to Rocken Horse’'s success. The
combination of the four members’ musical tastes influences
each song.
The high-energy musicians plan to do at least two more *
albums with Erect Records. They hope to begin recording
their second album in October and are anxious to get started.
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Rocken Horse seeking rapid mount

- By Mike Wald

There scems to be a tradition behind -

Chicago-based rock bands such as Cheap
Trick, REO Speedwagon and Styx. It

.goes something like this: Local talent

|

forms a rock band, plays small, midwest
club circuit for several years, puts out
several albums and finally climbs to the
top of the charts with a hit single after a
Jong-term bout with anonymity.

A Chicago band named Rocken Horse
would like to follow that tradition, with
one small difference—they want to make
it with their first record.

So far, Rocken Horse fits the Chicago
success story mold. The group, compos-
ed of four members who grew up in
South Side neighborhood or suburbs,
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Rocken Horse

have been playing together for six vear,

and thev just released their first album,

Rocken Roll.

The album, released by Erect Records
about two weeks ago, has been in the
making for two years. The band’s sound
is heavy metal, with solid bass lines and a
heavy backbeat. Add the clear, four-way
harmonies the group lays over their in-
strumentals, and the sound i1s com-
parable to the tight, high-powered tones
of Boston, Styx and other similar groups.

“ROCKEN HORSE 1S the kind of
band ['ve always wanted to be in,’’ said
Glenn Reyna, one of the group’s
guitarists and vocalists. “We have a
high-energy sound, and unbelievable
vocal talent between the four of us.”
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Reyna <aid the four members of the
band, which includes guitarist Ken
Silvestri, drummer Bob Price and bassist
Jim Koranda, share in the writing of the
group’s music and lyrics.

“Our influences include Three Dog
Night, Styx and Crosby, Still, Nash &
Young,” Revna said. “With four dif-
ferent musical tastes, we do influence
one another’s songwriting."”

The group's lyrics are also comparable
to those of the bands they sound like.
The songs deal with growing up, present
loves, lost loves, things that Reyna says
“every band goes through.” -

“WE DON’T THINK in terms of
making social or political statements in
our songs,”’ Reyna said. ‘‘People get
enough of that on the six o'clock news.
We just want people to feel good by the
time the record is over.” .

Reyna said the band has wanted to
record an album since 1975, but blames
musical trends for the band’s nability to
obtain a recording contract until just
recently.

“We fell prey to horrible timing,” he - --
_said. “Midwestern good time rock and

roll just wasn’t selling big with the
record labels in 1975, at the height of the
disco craze.” ‘

Now that their record 1s out, the band
1s scrambling to play some dates which
will back up the album. Some Chicago
dates are in the picture in the near
future. They are also trying to get air
play for their record, but for the time be- .
ing, thev are concentrating on what
Revna calls ‘secondary markets' such as
Columbus, Ohio and Indianpolis, Ind.

“It's awfully hard to get radio stations
to give your album a chance in strong ad
dotlar arcas like New York City,” Reyna
said. "'What we want to concentrate on is
building up some grass roots support in
smaller cities and take it from there.”
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Rocken’ Horse

Rocken’ Roll

(Erect)

This is the third release for the locally-
based (Merrillville, IN.), independent
Erect Records, and Rocken Roll is the
best from this new outfit yet.

Containing nothing really strikingly
original or innovative, this West-side
(Chicago) based band, once a vital club
force, has now turned their efforts to the
studio with an overall good first effort.

Produced by Scott Rowley and Rocken
Horse, this debut album sometimes suf-
fers from altogether weak-sounding

drums, but the driving guitars and tight
harmonies on the hard rock cuts (‘*‘Rock-
en Roll”), and the sensitive arrange-
ments and strong melodies on the slower,
more commercial cuts (‘“Someday’™)
more thian make for any weak points.

Sounding like the Boston we lost after
their first LP (listen to the guitars and
harmonies on ‘‘All Night Long’), this
band’s potential AOR airplay is limitless.

Rocken Horse is Jim Koranda (bass,
vocals), Bob Price (drums, harp,
vocals), Glenn Reyna (guitar, vocals).
and Ken Silvestri (guitar, vocals).
Definitely Chicago-influenced, ‘‘Virgin
Queen’’ delivers with the same power of
REO’s “‘Keep Pushin,” with a few added
harmonies and studio effects. ‘‘Some-
day” is in much the same vein, with
acoustic guitar and an explosive bridge
leading into a chant-like chorus that in-
vites you to sing along: ‘“‘Someday we’ll
be together.” It is highly effective, a very
nice song, and sure hit.

Since all the band members con-
tributed songs, we’re given a wide range’
of song styles, yet all carry easily-’
identifiable Rocken Horse trademarks.
For example, “Me and You’’ features
some exceptional rock guitar amid a
driving good-time rock and roll sound.
And don’t forget those melodies and har-
monies.

Containing both Journey-like ballads,
and out and out rockers with Boston and
REO as reference points, Rocken Horse
is another of the stable of Chicago-based
bands to begin breaking out with that
distinct Midwest pop/heavy rock sound. I
sure hope it doesn’t take them as long as
Styx or REO to make those on the coasts

sit up and take notice.
Van Pudio
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Sherwood South Kicks Off

Rock n’ Roll Season
~ With

Ve

The night of January 17th turned out to
be a lot of fun for me. The Sherwood
South was filled to near capacity, (ap-
proximately 800 people), and I got to
watch three bands whom I had never
seen before. Now, to be an objective jour-
nalist you have to figure that out of three
bands you will have to expect both good
on some parts and not so good on other
parts. 1 was quite surprised to find an
over abundance of good over bad in all
three acts.

The opening band was Bond, who you
may recall from last month’s issue. [
consider this three piece to be quite
talented musicians. However, even
allowing for the poor acoustics of the
Sherwood South, it is my opinion that the
addition of a talented lead singer would
be quite beneficial to this band. A power
trio in itself is quite impressive, but look,
where would The Who be without Roger
Daltry. They came off quite well with
their renditions of Captain Beyond and
especially the Jimi Hendrix material,
but the addition of a lead singer would
undoubltedly be a wise decision for Bond.

The nextband, Bad Dreams, also turned
out to be quite a surprise for me. Like
Bond, they are relatively unknown in this

area. But let me say that their original

material was performed on a higher
standard than I had expected. The lead
singer, Steve Langbeen, appeared to be
the focal point on which the rest of the
band played off of. Unfortunately, during
their first song, the power went out and
they were forced to wait until it was
resumed, at which point they immedi-
ately broke into their second song, and
unfortunately the power went out once
more. The electrical Problems were
apparently solved by then because Bad
Dreams went forth to put on an excellent
rock ‘n’ roll show, despite being a
relatively new band. I must also com-
ment on the perceptiveness of their

original material. Even though they are

a new band, they show qualities that can
sustain them over the rough road that
lies ahead of them.

Which brings us to the headline act,
Rocken Horse. This was the debut per-
formance of Rocken Horse in Indiana,
and, quite honestly, I believe they gained
a lot of fans from the attending audience

that night. A few of my favorites included

»Virgin Queen,” ‘“‘Someday,” and an in-

Kenny Silvestri is a live wire on
stage. He and the cther three
members deliver sorie of the
finest R-MN-R in the midwest.

' spirational tune entitled ‘‘Meand You."’ I

was not alone in my enthusiasm, as the
reaction of the crowd demanded that
Rocken Horse deliver their best, which
they did, I must emphasize, quite suc-
cessfully. Rocken Horse did one short en-
core and even due to the late hour, the

_crowd would have readily accepted

another, which they did not receive.
While on stage, Rocken Horse exhibited a
quality of exhuberance that equaled or
surpassed the standards set by the

. ceritical crowds of Northwest Indiana..

Not a bad start for a-band new to this
area. Rocken Horse’s first recorded ef-
fort will soon be available on Erect
Records. Many of you in attendance that
night will want to pick it up. For those of
you who- were not there, you can -only
listen to it and remorse over what you
missed the night of January 17, 1981.

Mark Mitcheltree
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ROCKEN HORSE ROCKS WLS — On a recent trip to WLS/Chicago to tape the station's “Best
Of Chicago,” Erect Records’ Rocken Harse stopped for s chat with some of the sir per

sonalittes. Shown (I.r) are WLS's Gary Melier, group member Glenn Raeyna, afternoon Par-
sonality Steve Dahi and musician 8ob Price.
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Coming In May!

The Album Debut by

With The Hit Single
“STORM LORD”

Jrec
Exclusively On Karcords
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MONDAY | TUESDAY ' | WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY

BOOKINGS: ZELT 312-932-7535

June 1- - June 2 " lJune 3 " Hune 4
CRUX PETER TORRE | CHAMELEON

June 9 Erect Recording artist | June 10 THE

June 8
J.B. RITCHIE | DEEP RIVER | INSPECTORS

FREEWHEELIN' '

BAND BAND plus MR. K.

]unzil\S/E WIRE Iur;s’is]fmsin’s Hottest! ]une'I]"I?-[E ODD ]une IIETPBUSC)Y

THE VERS GARY ]ONES Special Guest
- {June 22 June 23 June 24 June 25

AFTERGLOW FORTRAN | COVER STORY ONE ARM

: . plus UXB BANDIT

June 29 June 30 July 1 July 2
SLUGGO | BLIZZARD TAKE ME B.B. SPIN
GOLDIE

QAT[IRNAY

L

May 31 JINX
Plus
" ROCK BOTTOM

June 7 :
TIGERl TIGER
THE IgEISXSON .

June 14
FEATURES

plus
ARK ANGEL

June 21
DESTINY

SLEFPrERE NinHTS

Iuly ) * $2.00 Cover!

CHILLUM

plus
Special Guest

ENT. MGT./ARK ENT. 932-7535 SCHEDULED ENTERTAINMENT SUBJECT TO CHANGE DUE TO CONDITIONS BEYOND OUR CONTROL

SPECIAL EVENTS June 3 - CHAMELEON ¢ June 6 - OFF BROADWAY  June 11 - BITCH © June 12 - ROCKEN HORSE o June 27 - THE B'ZZ ® ]une 28 - FAYREWETHER

WEDNESDAY — WMET Beer Night 95¢ Pitchers 7-10 p.m.

SUNDAY — $2.00 Pitchers Mixed Drinks 7-10 p.m.

MONDAY & TUESDAY — No Cover all night

.- WEDNESDAY and FRIDAY $2.00 COVER

1732 WEST OGDEN AVENUE, DOWNERS GROVE (312) 963- 0088
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8300 S. Wolf Rd. e Willow Springs, Il gl AR
N
246-6800 o L2
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Dinner Menu available = =
s |8 /7 202
~ SUNDAY ~ MONDAY |  TUESDAY | WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY |  FRIDAY | SATURDAY
1 2 E 4 5 6 7
MARTY MARK RICHARD ’
PEIFER CAFEO DAMARJIAN ROCKEN’ HORSE
New Year's Day
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
RICHARD MARTY KATHY RICHARD
DAMARJIAN PEIFER O’HARA DAMARJIAN TB.A. TUSK
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
MARK RICHARD
T.B.A. T.B.A. CAFEO DAMARJIAN T.B.A. NICKLES
22 23 24 +25 +26 27 28
RICHARD KATHY & COAL o
DAMARJIAN T.BA. O'HARA * KITCHEN : T'BA SKY
: Epic Recording Artists :
29 30 31
MARTY MARK
T.B.A. PEIFER CAFEO



Studio
Rectangle


Night Rock News -1980



Studio
Text Box
Night Rock News -1980





Rocken Horse today - with their new
drummer Rick, who was a fan when he
was a kid, but now supplies a muscular
beat they can rely on... and he joins in on
the signature Rocken Horse vocals too!
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Rocken Horse today - with their new drummer Rick, who was a fan when he was a kid, but now supplies a muscular beat they can rely on... and he joins in on the signature Rocken Horse vocals too!




